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BEFORE THE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA

In the Matter of
Case No. MD-00-0612
DEVENDRA SONI, M.D.

' CONSENT AGREEMENT FOR LETTER
Holder of License No. 27826 OF REPRIMAND AND PROBATION
For the Practice of Medicine

Iin the State of Arizona.

CONSENT AGREEMENT

By mutual agreement and understanding, between the Arizona Board of Medical
Examiners (“Board”) and Devendra Soni, M.D. (“‘Respondent”), the parties agreed to the
following disposition of this matter at the Board’s public meeting on December 5, 2001.

1. Respondent acknowledges that he has read and understands this Consent
Agreement and the stipulated Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order.
Respondent acknowledges that he understands he has the right to consult with legal
counsel regarding this matter and has done so or chooses not to do so.

2. Respondent understands that by entering into this Consent Agreement for
the issuance of the foregoing Order, he voluntarily relinquishes any rights to a hearing or
judicial review in state or federal court on the matters alleged, or to chalienge this Consent
Agreement and the Order in its entirety as issued by the Board, and waives any other
cause of action related thereto or arising from said Order.

3. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent Agreement
and the Order will not become effective until approved by the Board and signed by its
Executive Director.

4. All admissions made by Respondent are solely for final disposition of this

matter and any subsequent related administrative proceedings or civil litigation involving
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.A_otzaem-m has not yet been scceptad by the Board and lesusd by the Executive Director,

regulatory agency procesding, civil or criminal court proceeding, In the State of Arizana or
any other stata or fedam) court,

5. Respondent acknowigdges and ngress that, although the Consent

dialemlnatad a8 & formal gction of the Beard. Sl

| Afrsemant and Qrder. Rllpondnnt Mey not make any modifications to the doaum 4

Any modificetions to this original dacument sre ineffective and void uniees ‘mutdally
approved by the partiea. |

. & Respondent mrlhor understands that this Conasnt Agresment and Order,
onc- approved and signed, shall consfitute & public record document that may be publidy
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‘|| otherwise unenforceatle, the remainder of the Ordsr in lu antirety shall remalri in fm- ¥
and effect.
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FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of
the practice of allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

2. Respondent is the holder of license number 27826 for the practice of
allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

3. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1451 Boswell Memorial Hospital (“BMP"), on
September 25, 2000, notified the Board of Respondent’s potential statutory violation. As a
result, the Board initiated case number MD-00-0612.

4. During several chance meetings at BMP, Respondent spoke with A.B., a
certified nursing assistant employed by BMP. A.B. informed Respondent of A.B.’s abusive
marital relationship, family psychiatric problems, and her depression. A.B. also informed
Respondent that these stressors caused her to resume the use of cigarettes. Respondent
never examined A.B.

5. Respondent alleges that he encouraged A.B., on several occasions, to seek
psychiatric treatment. In the interim of A.B. seeking psychiatric care, Respondent believed
that A.B.'s current depressive condition and any associated effects of her depression
would benefit from the use of Welibrutin.

6. Between March 20 and 23, 2000, Respondent placed Wellbutrin samples in
a bag with detailed instructions on how the medication should be taken. Since A.B. was
not present at the hospital, Respondent gave the samples to a registered nurse, with
whom he was acquainted, and instructed her to give the samples to A.B. Respondent
later spoke with A.B. via telephone. During the telephone conversation, Respondent
informed A.B. that he left the Wellbutrin with the registered nurse and again outlined the

proper procedure for taking the medication. Again, Respondent never examined A.B.
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7. Subsequently, A.B. allegedly attempted to commit suicide with the Wellbutrin
Respondent provided.

8. Respondent, in a letter to the Board dated June 13, 2001, acknowledged that
the Wellbutrin was not given directly to A.B., he did not conduct a physical examination of
A.B., and he did not establish a proper doctor-patient relationship.

9. Respondent fell below the standard of care in prescribing medication to A.B.

without establishing a prior doctor-patient relationship.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
1. The Board possesses jurisdiction over the subject matter hereof and over
Respondent.
2. The conduct and circumstances described above in paragraphs 3 to 9

constitute unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1401(25)(q) (“[alny conduct or

practice which is or might be harmful or dangerous to the health of the patient or the

public.“)
ORDER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:
1. Respondent is issued a Letter of Reprimand for improper prescribing.
2. Respondent is placed on probation for six months with the foliowing term:

(A) Respondent shall, within six months of the effective date of this Order,
obtain 8 hours of Board staff pre-approved Category | CME in prescribing. Respondent
shall provide Board staff with satisfactory proof of attendance. The CME hours shall be in
addition to the hours required for the biennial renewal of medical license.

3. The Board retains jurisdiction and may initiate new action based upon any

violation of this order.
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4. This Order is the final disposition of case number MD-00-0612.

— .
DATED AND EFFECTIVE this &~ dayof (b /et /i, 2001,

—v J— BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
CONRMINE R, OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
,:\}\\\&.' ........... ”':'j' 0//
o B o
By 4/"42 ceden "\}%/‘,Z
CLAUDIA FOUTZ rd
Executive Director
TOM ADAMS
i Deputy Director

ORIGINAL of the foregoing filed this
p__day of Deceminey; 2001 with:

The Arizona Board of Medical Examiners
9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85258

EXECUTED COPY of the foregoing mailed by
Certified Mail this _{, _ day of Decanbey2001 to:

Lawrence Winthrop, Esq.

Doyle Winthrop, PC

3300 N. Central Ave., Ste. 1600
Phoenix, AZ 85012

EXECUTED COPY of the foregoing mailed by
this @ day of Decambey, 2001 to:

Devendra Soni, M.D.
14815 N. Del Webb Bivd.
Sun City, AZ 85351-2145
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EXECUTED COPY of the foregoing
hand-delivered this {g day of

pecevoeN” |, 2001, to:

Christine Cassetta, Assistant Attorney General

Sandra Waitt, Management Analyst

Lynda Mottram, Compliance Officer

Lisa Maxie-Mullins, Legal Coordinator (investigation File)
c/o Arizona Board of Medical Examiners

9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road

Scottsdale, AZ 85258
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